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March 28, 2018

Lisa Pinsonneault

Special Assistant Attorney General
Rhode Island Office of Attorney General
150 South Main Street

Providence, RI 02903

Dear Ms. Pinsonneault,

On March 1, 2018, I forwarded to the Department of Attorney General a request for public
records form prepared pursuant to the Access to Public Records Act contained in Title 38
Chapter 2 of the Rhode Island General Laws.

On March 15, 2018, you communicated to Peter Ragosta of my office that prior to compliance
with my request the sum of $3,750.00 needed to be paid to the State of Rhode Island.

Although not explicitly set forth in my request, please be advised that I am a duly elected State
Representative for District 26 in accordance with the provisions of the Rhode Island constitution.
Moreover, I have also been duly appointed and elected as the Minority Leader for the House of
Representative Minority Caucus.

The House of Representatives adopted rules for its operation for the years 2017 and 2018 by
enacting House Resolution 2017 H5293 Substitute A. Rule (11) (b) provides that the Speaker of
the House, the Majority Leader, and the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives, are all
ex officio members of all house committees including, but not limited to, the Committee on
Finance.

R.I.G.L 22-6-12 provides that the Committee on Finance of the House of Representatives shall
have free access to all public records and documents in this state with respect to research and
study being undertaken by it or its members. This access extends to any member and to any such
member’s personnel. As a member of the Committee on Finance my office has the same status as
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Majority Leaders of the House of
Representatives. We all have free access to the records which your office maintains in order that
we can discharge our duties for which we were elected.

The records we requested in our request to you on March 1, 2018, are in the public interest
because they likely would contribute significantly to the public understanding of the operations
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or activities of the government. Furthermore, the request is not primarily in my commercial
interest but is being made as a duly elected State Representative and Minority Leader of the
House of Representatives.

Parenthetically, R.I1.G.L 42-9-6 states that the Attorney General shall act as the legal advisor of
the individual legislators of the General Assembly. The statute does not permit the State of
Rhode Island or the Department of Attorney General to request fees or costs when discharging
his or her duties. Accordingly as my legal advisor, the Attorney General should be assisting me
in the discharge of my duties without charge. I hope that you received my request with those
duties in mind.

Therefore, 1 hereby request that you reconsider your demand for the sum of $3750.00 and any
other search and retrieval costs which might result from your compliance with my request. Due
to the fact that my original request did not set forth that [ was making my request in my official
capacity please consider this letter such a formal request being made in my official capacity.
Accordingly it would be my expectation that the ten business day response time contained in 38-
2-3 of the Rhode Island General Laws will be honored by your office.

Very truly yours,

7

Representative Patricia Morgan
House Minority Leader

Rhode Island District 26

82 Smith Street

Providence, RI 02903
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